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hill, I thought it advisable to advance the line to
see what they were. I soon perceived a large
force of cavalry and infantry on the side of the
next ridge apparently not retiring, and some force
in the bottom.

" Judging it advisable to drive them away, I
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver's guns to open
on them from the ridge of the hill we had formed
the line under, and, under their cover, to advance
on them in line, taking* my post in rear of the
brigade,

" On descending into the valley., I had soon
good reason to be satisfied with having attacked
them, as it was very evident they had intended to
be more than usually troublesome; and it is very
certain they were more than usually bold, for their
infantry, instead of retiring- (according to their
former conduct) on our advancing, advanced on
us, firing irregularly, and, as we understood after-
wards, with the intention to charge our line, and
to try the bayonet with us, by particular orders
from Poorniah, who commanded. Their resolution,
however, failed them ; for, after a very feeble fire
for a few minutes, and receiving a very heavy one
from His Majesty's 12th Regiment, commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Shawe, they ran
off much too fast for me to allow our men to follow
them.

"Besides, we   had  several large parties  of
horse close to us, and a part of one of them,